
Easter Vigil Resources: 

A Spiritual Walk to the 

Cross – Solemn 

Reproaches 

 A Self-Guided Walk & Resource 

by the Rev. Dr. Matt Meinke, Labyrinth 

Facilitator 

 

One way to use the Labyrinth during the Prayer Vigil is to encounter the Solemn Reproaches of 

the Cross.  This is an ancient text of Western Christendom associated with the ending of a Good 

Friday service.  

The Solemn Reproaches begin with an expansion on Micah 6:3: “O my people, [O my church,] 

what have I done to you? How have I offended you? Answer me!”  Each reproach follows a 

similar pattern, stating a new biblical claim, not unlike that of Micah 6:4, and concluding with 

the same words “but you have prepared a cross for your savior.”  

In some ways, this walk mirrors the Via Dolorosa - the way of the cross that Jesus himself 

walked.  At the center imagine the cross.   

After each reproach is a petition for mercy; “Lord, have mercy,” or the Trisagion (the “thrice 

holy”) of the eastern church: “Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal, have mercy on 

us.” 

While there is no right or wrong way to walk the Labyrinth, or use the materials on the following 

pages, here are some possibilities:  

 

1. You may choose to walk, stop, and pray one reproach at a time, carrying this packet with 

you.   

2. You may choose to pray all of them before your walk, leaving behind the darkness of the 

cross.   

3. You may choose to pray all of them in the center of the labyrinth (bring with you).   

4. You may to pray one or more at the beginning of your walk, meditating on a word or 

phrase from each Reproach as you move along the journey.    

 

Your walk out may be similar to your walk in, or it could be a walk of illumination, 

resurrected joy, or centered peace.   

 

Depart in silence. 



SOLEMN REPROACHES 
OF THE CROSS 

 
  O my people, O my church, 

What have I done to you, 

or in what have I offended you? 

 Answer me! 

   I led you forth from the land of 

Egypt and delivered you by the 

waters of baptism, but you have 

prepared a cross for your Savior. 

 

Lord, have mercy. 



 

 

   I led you through the desert forty 

years, and fed you with manna: 

   I brought you through tribulation 

and penitence, 

and gave you my body, the bread of 

heaven, but you have prepared a 

cross for your Savior. 

 

Holy God, 

Holy and mighty, 

Holy immortal One, 

have mercy upon us. 



 

 

   What more could I have done for 

you that I have not done? 

  I planted you, my chosen and 

fairest vineyard, I made you the 

branches of my vine; 

   but when I was thirsty, you gave 

me vinegar to drink and pierced 

with a spear the side of your Savior,  

   and you have prepared a cross for 

your Savior. 

 

Lord, have mercy. 

 



   I went before you in a pillar of 

cloud, and you have led me to the 

judgment hall of Pilate. 

   I scourged your enemies and 

brought you to a land of freedom, 

but you have scourged, mocked, 

and beaten me. 

   I gave you the water of salvation 

from the rock, but you have given 

me gall and left me to thirst, and 

you have prepared a cross for your 

Savior. 

 

Holy God, Holy and mighty, 

Holy immortal One, 

have mercy upon us. 



 

 

 

   I gave you a royal scepter, 

and bestowed the keys to the 

kingdom, but you have given me a 

crown of thorns. 

   I raised you on high with great 

power, but you have prepared a 

cross for your Savior. 

 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

   My peace I gave, which the world 

cannot give, and washed your feet 

as a sign of my love, but you draw 

the sword to strike in my name and 

seek high places in my kingdom. 

     I offered you my body and blood, 

but you scatter and deny and 

abandon me, and you have 

prepared a cross for your Savior. 

 

Holy God, Holy and mighty, 

Holy immortal One, 

have mercy upon us. 



 

 

   I sent the Spirit of truth to guide 

you, and you close your hearts to 

the Counselor. 

   I pray that all may be one in the 

Father and me, but you continue to 

quarrel and divide. 

   I call you to go and bring forth 

fruit, but you cast lots for my 

clothing, and you have prepared a 

cross for your Savior. 

 

Lord, have mercy. 



 

 

   I grafted you into the tree of my 

chosen Israel, and you turned on 

them with persecution and mass 

murder. 

   I made you joint heirs with them of 

my covenants but you made them 

scapegoats for your own guilt, and 

you have prepared a cross for your 

Savior. 

Holy God, 

Holy and mighty, 

Holy immortal One, 

have mercy upon us. 



 

   I came to you as the least of your 

brothers and sisters; 

   I was hungry and you gave me no 

food, 

   I was thirsty and you gave me no 

drink, 

   I was a stranger and you did not 

welcome me, naked and you did 

not clothe me, sick and in prison 

and you did not visit me, and you 

have prepared a cross for your 

Savior. 

 

Lord, have mercy. 

 


