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Luke 16:1-13 

 

Today we encounter arguably Jesus' weirdest parable.  It doesn't seem to make sense on the 

surface.  In fact it is one of the most avoided passages by preachers.  Jesus lifts up this very 

dishonest manager - this liar and cheat.  Preachers tend to avoid this like the plague. 

 

But I feel like we owe it to God and to ourselves to wrestle with this passage - to really get at 

what Jesus is talking about.  To really grasp scripture with both hands, especially when it gets 

uncomfortable.  God wants us to grow up, not shy away from things when life gets hard.   

 

It is important to note that most parables are weird.  There is always a disconnect from reality - 

that is the first signal that it is a parable.   

 

I think what changes in this is that we Americans love our money and accumulating wealth, and 

so when Jesus starts talking about God and Money already we get squeamish.  And so when he 

lifts up the cheat, we check out. 

 

Don't give up yet.  Come look at this parable under the microscope for a bit with me.  Let's 

discover what God is really up to. 

 

We begin with this rich man who has an employee, this manager who had charges against him, 

doing such a bad job the law was after him.  The rich man calls him in.  Look man, you are in 

over your head, messed up big time, losing money left and right, and I am going to fire you if 

you can't turn this around fast.  The guy leaves, and kinda panics.  Geesh, what am I gonna do if 

I get fired?  I'm not strong enough to dig trenches.  I hate begging.  There's not much I'm good at.   

 

I know!  I will take this guy's money, or what's left of it, and I will make some deals.  So he calls 

in those who owe money and says, "Look, I'm gonna cut a deal with you.  How much do you 

owe my master?"  100 jugs of olive oil.  "OK, take your bill...cross out a 100 and put 50."  Next 

guy owes 100 baskets of wheat.  "Take your bill...cross out what you really owe and cut it by a 

third."  This is kinda like how the Mafia does it.  We'll cheat and lie here, but who cares.  You 

scratch my back.  I'll scratch yours.  When the time comes. 

 

Then Jesus lifts up this guy as the good example!  Because he had acted shrewdly.  For the 

children of this age are more shrewd than are the children of light in their own generation.  So I 

tell you - Make friends for yourselves by means of dishonest wealth.  Wait, what?  So when it all 

collapses, they may welcome you into the eternal home. Whoever is faithful with very little is 

faithful also in much.  Whoever is dishonest with little is also dishonest in much.  If you have not 

been faithful with the dishonest wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? 

 

Then Jesus ends with, you cannot serve both God and wealth. 



 

This last part is a hint about what he is really talking about.  True riches.  Children of light. 

 

For starters Jesus sounds different here.  This is a parable of the street.  I imagine Jesus telling 

this with a glimmer in his eye.  It is about the relationship with a rich man and his employees.  

He's not talking to the rich here - he is talking to those who have been abused by the system.  

Remember, at that time, most of those who were filthy rich were arrogant and exploitive 

outsiders - tough and rough.  They weren't following God's laws about apportionments, tithes, 

and years of jubilee when God's law required the forgiving of debts.   

 

And I don't think he was talking about how to get ahead - how to manipulate the system.  He is 

talking about true riches - about heavenly things. 

 

Parables are like this.  They unlock hidden truths.  They are often  weird.  They aren't meant to 

make sense.  Last week Pastor John talked about the extravagance of even talking about a talent - 

the highest fathomable currency.  Not making sense is part of what gives it away as a parable - a 

disconnect from reality - not meant to be literal. 

 

So Jesus' weirdest parable is just that - weird.   

 

And at the heart of this parable is the crisis of unemployment.  And this manager's problem, 

according to the NRSV, is that he is was squandering his property.  But actually the Greek word 

there dee-as-cor-pitsco, related to scorpion, and whenever scorpions are around, things scatter, 

and in fact scorpions scatter.  That's the sense of this.  He was scattering.  He may have been 

embezzling.  But more likely he was using the wealth in the interest of poor people.  Using it in 

ways the manager didn't like.  Scattering it.  Piddling it away. Misusing it according the rules of 

money.   

 

The scandal - the weirdness of this parable - is that Jesus then says that the master, the rich man, 

commends this guy for this behavior.  For ripping the guy off?  Are you serious Jesus?  Well 

actually this is the signal this is a parable.  It was making sense up till then.  This story was 

believable, until Jesus says that.   

 

So this is the scratch your head moment.  This is when the listener says "What is Jesus really 

talking about?" 

 

No rich man would commend a person for scattering property.  Ah, but God is like this.  God is 

like this master.   

 

Our God is extravagant with giving, with grace, with abundance.  Jesus isn't lifting up the cheat.  

But is lifting up the children of the light.  Those heavenly people who exhibit God's extravagant 

grace - filled with heavenly abundance of their own - those who are nice, caring, trusting 

(perhaps to their own detriment), people who are compassionate, giving, selfless.  People like 

Matt Trei.  That's who we want to be like - the children of the light.  Those filled with 

extravagant grace.   

 



And as Jesus gets going with that more heavenly talk - that esoteric spiritual talk near the end - 

you can't serve both God and money.  Follow the true riches.  What he is saying is "The riches of 

this world will run out.  The power of this world is going to collapse.  And when it does, you 

want to be stocked up with true riches."  

 

This parable is about the collapse of this age.  It glimpses off into heaven - talking about the 

kingdom of God and how God's realm will function.  It won't make sense.  It will be seen by 

some as weird - as a world turned upsidedown.  It may not be predictive, but it will lift up those 

who have been turned away, put down by the system, downtrodden by this world. 

 

In God's kingdom, hearts will shine, and abundance will be found.  Not riches.  But true riches.   

 

In the new age, these children of light - they will be the ones who will see beyond.  They will not 

only glimpse heaven, they will reveal it.  They will usher us in.   

 

I love this weird parable.  I love when scripture doesn't make sense.  Because often found in the 

cracks of the story, found in between the lines, is the best news you can find.   

 

God never intended this world to make sense.  Never intended us to feel completely at home here 

amidst the brokenness and the exploitive powers of this world.  Our true home is found in the 

compassion of God, the togetherness of his people, the winding together of the brokenness, into a 

magical marvelous light - a fabric of grace-filled togetherness. 

 

Heaven makes sense as we begin to glimpse it in the faces of each other - and brokenness may 

still be there, but it will be recognized as a strength - I have a partner in my pain - my compatriot 

- now I see God.  Now I know I can move past the pain, because I have someone who gets me. 

 

That is the story of God.  That is the story of our community here.  That is the story for us all to 

shout and sing.  Glory be to God.  Amen.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to Dr. Tom Boomershine for inspiring this sermon.  His insight was invaluable! 


